The Esplanade; Cafe Continental

The wide Sumner beach was a popular spot for a day trip from Christchurch.

The Café Continental opened in September 1906 in time for the opening of the Christchurch
International Exhibition in Hagley Park. It was closed by fire in June 1909 and not rebuilt.

46 R. The new “Café Continental”
Sumner. Christchurch N. Z.

Muir & Moodie
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Muir and Moodlie. 45R from their Copyright Series of Views

The Caf€ stood directly on the beach frontage, opposite Cave Rock, and close to the end of the pier.
An 1mposing building!

It had forty bedrooms, and a guest dining room on the second floor.

——

Aldersley Series. A743. An early real photo postcard.



The Esplanade; Cafe Continental

For day visitors there were tea rooms and a dining room on the ground floor, and an observation deck
on the roof. Gala days were annual events.

Note the woman with the
hand-held camera a
Box Brownie?

New technology for the
time as Eastman Kodak

produced its first camera
in 1900.

Sumner Gala Day Series
N° 1. 1906.

SUMNER—GALA DAY. No. 1. - ' ; Printed using letterpress
| ' ' halftone

The Eastman Kodak No 2 Brownie was produced in 1902. It took easy-to-use boxed roll film, and

Lastman Kodak produced packs of sensitised postcards with printed backs, along with developing
and enlarging equipment . . . and detailed technical instructions.

Amateur photographers could now produce their own postcards.
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The Esplanade; Sumner Beach

Perhaps a visitor to Sumner might climb to the observation deck of the Café Continental, and take in
the panoramic view across the beach with the bathing shed and merry-go-round, to the tramway
crossing Clifton Bay on the Black Bridge . . .

Cliffon, Samper, NLZ.
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Industria Series 1722. Early Real Photo Postcard. Date-stamp of 28 Dec 08.
‘Dominion of New Zealand’ printed on reverse, therefore printed after Sept 1907.

. .. or, 1f feeling energetic, join in the Gala Day one hundred yard sprint along Sumner Beach . . .

Message on back reads in part:

“. .. will leave for the meeting near
Hamilton tomorrow where | hope to
at least win the maiden . . .

This is a P.C. of Sumner Gala Chch
where Freddy Coles was on the
mark, Percy in 4 & me on 7 yds in
the hundred on the beach . . . .

Did not try to win as Coles potted us
because of running in Invercargill . .

Private Card. “Sumner Gala 7 Jan 09" Posted January 1909.
Private cards were personal photographs printed as postcards.






