rstuary to Esplanade; the Sumner Coast, Christchurch, N.Z.

The coast from McCormacks Bay to Sumner changed, with the growth of townships and development
of transport systems, at the turn of the 20" century.

The road to Sumner followed the natural contours of bays and headlands, but as tram lines reached from
Christchurch to Sumner in 1890, two causeways and a bridge were built. Sumner and Redcliffs
townships developed as very popular seaside recreational areas.

This exhibit traces the changes to the Sumner coastline through the postcards produced over this period.

Exhibit Plan
The exhibit follows the coast from the Estuary at the Heathcote Bridge to the Esplanade in Sumner.
The Estuary; Heathcote Bridge to Shag Rock 2 - 11
Clifton Heights; Causeway and Bridge 12 - 20
The Esplanade; Sumner 21 - 34
Cave Rock 35 - 39
The Esplanade; Scarborough 40 - end
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1918 Map showing tramway from Ferry Road to Sumner Head

Key

Information about the Sumner Coast Information about the postcards.
Information about messages on the postcards Scarce cards shown by red frame
References

William Main & Alan Jackson (2005) Wish You Were Here N.Z. Postcard Society, Wellington
Hardwicke Knight (1971) Photography in New Zealand  John McIndoe, Dunedin

Walter de Thier (1976) Sumner to Ferrymead Pegasus Press, Christchurch
Gordon Ogilvie (2009) The Port Hills of Christchurch  Phillips & King, Christchurch

Tramway Historical Society  (1985) On the Move: Christchurch transport though the years. (monograph series).
A & M Publishers, Christchurch



The Estuary; via the Bridle Path from Lyttelton

In the late 19th century access to Christchurch by sea was very difficult as Lyttelton Harbour lies in a
basin formed by the Port Hills, with Christchurch on the plains on the other side. The Bridle Path

was a significant route for light traffic, such as passengers landing in Lyttelton.
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Enlarged scan of
postcard detail

The card above is printed using the letterpress halftone method.
The photograph taken through a crossline screen produces an image made up of black dots which can
then be mechanically printed . The variation in grey tones depends on the size of the dots.

The path climbed the Port
Hills from Lyttelton before
descending Into the
Heathcote Valley to meet
the Heathcote River ferries

and the Ferry Road into
Christchurch
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Private card dated 1914. Real Photo.

An actual photograph contact printed onto photo-sensitised paper
with a preprinted postcard back.



The Estuary; Heathcote Bridge

Heavy traffic used the route
| via Sumner, the estuary and
| the Heathcote river prior to
| the Tunnel opening in 1867.

The second Heathcote
bridge, built in 1907, was
cantilevered to permit ferry
boats up the Heathcote
River, but the mechanism
failed on opening day and
was never used!

Road and rail had
superseded the river.

Jhe Qwon & Heallwole Estuarny With llew Brighton Spit.

National Publicity Studios produced postcards promoting New Zealand.
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Heathcote Bridge, Near Sumner. The Esplanade, showing Cave Rock, Sumner.
Band Rotunda and Pier, Sumner. * Sumner,
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Universal Postcard Co. Dunedin. Ten view fold-out of Sumner and District. Photos by R. G. Marsh.




The Estuary; McCormacks Bay Causeway

The roadway still followed the shoreline from Mt Pleasant around McCormacks Bay to the Cutting at
the intersection with Beachville Road.

A3729. Real Photo postcard by David J. Aldersley, a Wellington-based photographer.
The ‘A’ series of postcards dates from approximately 1907.

As a Depression work project, the causeway was widened to include the Main Road on the inside of
the tramline. This was completed by 1937.

The road used to transport rock from Andrews Quarry in McCormacks Bay across the estuary to the
causeway can be seen at

bottom left.
(see scan below)

Remnants of this road
can still be seen.
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SUMNER AND NEW BRIGHTON FROM THE PORT HILLS, CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z. 2343

Whites Aviation Ltd Postcard No 23436.
Photographed and published series of aerial views of NZ from 1940s.
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