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Brief History of Postcards 
The collecting of pictures is a primeval instinct, which for many evolves during the infancy years. In the earliest times, 

the cave man devised crude tools to make sketches upon the walls of his dwelling. The picture card itself was a 

development of tradesmen’s cards which date from the 17th century. Next came trade cards, cigarette cards and 

postcards. Today cards are often referred to as “miniature works of art”.  

  In January 1869, Dr. Emmanuel Hermann of Vienna, a professor of economics, revived the idea of producing 

printed postcards. On 1st October 1869, the Austrian Post Office issued the world’s first official postcard. 2¼ million 

postcards were sold in the first three months, such was the popular success of the postcard! However some say the 

earliest known picture postcard was a hand-painted design on card, posted in London to the writer Theodore Hook in 

1840 bearing a penny black stamp. He probably created and posted the card to himself as a practical joke on the postal 

service, since the image is a caricature of workers in the post office. In March 2002 Hook’s postcard sold for £31,750 

including buyer’s premium, at an auction at the London Stamp Exchange. 

     
   Austria-Hungary postal card of 1875   Theodore Hook’s 1840 postcard (possibly world’s first picture postcard) 

 

It is stated that early sales of postcards were at the rate of one million cards a month; other countries quickly followed 

the example of Austria; eg Great Britain on 1 October 1870; United States of America in May 1873. These were 

officially issued plain cards without a picture and came to be known as Postal Stationery.  

         
Britain's 1st Off. postcard +printed stamp (1870)    New Zealand’s first postcard (1876)    United States postcard (1881) 

 

On 1 November 1876, NZ’s first postcard was issued, imprinted with a 1d Queen Victoria stamp (current at the time). 

This card was intended for inland use only (the existing basic inland ‘letter rate’ was 2d). By 31st December 1876, 

92,500 postcards had been sold to the public. These postcards were a colonial production … having been manufactured 

in the Government Printing Offices. Interesting to note that the initial run of 1,0002,500 cards cost £184 3s 6d (est). In 

the first 5 years of their use, two million postcards were sold.  

 

On 1 October 1891, NZ joined the UPU (Universal Postal Union). Postcards could now be sent to all UPU countries for 

1½ d. No pictures were allowed on the early official Post Card, but from 1872, private firms were allowed to print 

postcards which carried advertisements, as long as these commercial cards bore the official pre-paid stamp. The 

production of pictorial cards was inhibited by the restrictions imposed by the Post Office rule that postcards had to carry 

a printed prepaid stamp. A major breakthrough occurred when the British Post Office announced that from 1st 

September 1894, privately printed post cards could be sent through the post with an adhesive halfpenny stamp. 

Publishers could now offer for sale picture postcards which could be sent through the post at the cheap postal rate.  

 

In December 1897 NZ produced a special issue of postcards, bearing pictures of NZ scenery on the back; the price to be 

5d for four of the 1d cards, and 7d for four of the 1½d cards. In 1902 Great Britain was the first country to divide the 

back thus allowing a message and address on one side and a complete picture on the other, a move which saw an 

explosion in picture postcard production as other countries quickly followed. The universal ‘standard’ postcard size was 

5½ inches by 3½ inches. The period 1902-1914 has been termed the Golden Age of picture postcards, for it was in these 

years that the hobby reached a height of popularity that it has never exceeded. Almost every conceivable subject may be 

found on postcards and publishers competed with each other to produce the most attractive designs. 

 

Because of the tragedies of WWI and the doubling of inland postage rate for postcards, plus a wider acceptance of the 

telephone as a means of communication, combined to bring about the near end of postcard production. WWII saw a 

minor revival in postcard production but the hobby lay relatively dormant until the late 1950s. Postcard collecting is 

carried on today by a growing number of enthusiasts, some of them have collections numbering thousands of cards 

which as time goes on will become increasingly interesting and valuable. It is now taking its place alongside Stamps 

and Coins as one of the top three collecting hobbies in the country.  

(Source: Wish You Were Here – The Story of NZ Postcards by William Main & Alan Jackson, 2004; and Wikipedia.) 
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Brief History of the New Zealand Postcard Society Inc. 
 

Background:  
In August 1983 Geoff Potts co-founded the NZ Postcard Society (originally named The Postcard History 

Society of NZ) with John Parnell, a Wanganui citizen who had returned as an electrical engineer from living 

in South Africa. He decided to open a shop selling stamps and coins. At the inaugural meeting (at Chas 

Lilley’s Wanganui motel room), in attendance were: Geoff Potts (Wanganui), John Parnell (Wanganui), Don 

Overend (Wanganui), Chas Lilley (New Plymouth) and John Eccles (Wellington). The Society was then 

formed with the following appointments: President (Chas Lilley), Secretary (Geoff Potts), Don Overend 

(Treasurer), Editor (John Parnell), Committee (John Eccles). They decided to ask Rev A Harry Voyce to be 

their first Patron, which he agreed to. He resided in Milford, Auckland. 

 

In the first few years of the NZPS things were tough financially and fortunately, Geoff Potts was a Public 

Servant who had access to photocopying facilities to produce brief newsletters and sales catalogues. Prices 

for cards in the postcard section of these catalogues in the early 1980s ranged from $2 to $40, while stamp 

cards (NZ and foreign) hovered around the $35 mark. (More details on early years, see July 2013 Postcard 

Pillar Issue 100, part 1, pages 2-12.) 

 

On 31 August 2001 the NZPS became a Registered Society thus adding “Inc” at the end of its title.  

 

In September 2008 the Society celebrated its 25th Anniversary at the AGM/Convention held in Wanganui. It 

was a great milestone to achieve considering the relatively small size of our Society. From the smallest of 

beginnings and a handful of people with nostalgia running strongly in their veins, or should that be their 

minds, an idea was picked up, thrown around and developed into what we have today.  

 

There is currently a relatively stable membership of 200+ spread throughout the length of New Zealand and 

there are some overseas members as well. Most of the members are in the age group of 65+ but there are 

some younger members. Unfortunately like most other collecting hobbies, it is hard to attract younger 

members like teenagers and people in their 20s, 30s and 40s.  

 

Life Membership has been awarded to 12 members: Chas Lilley 2003, Don Overend 2003, Geoff Potts 2003, 

Chris Rabey 2006, Yvonne Coles 2006, Bert Eccles 2006, Doug South (2007), William Main 2008,  

Evie South 2008, Ray Staal 2012, Diane McKoy 2013. 

 

The NZPS has had several members cover the important positions of: Patron, President, Secretary, Treasurer 

and Editor (see the July 2013 Postcard Pillar Issue 100, part 1, page 4 for summarised listing from October 

1983 to February 2010.) Many members have also become Committee members and had various input to the 

running of the Society and other duties. 

 

Postcard Fairs/Meetings:  

Card fairs in NZ tend to be rather small with usually only about 3 to 6 dealers in attendance. There is only 

one regional postcard meeting/fair, usually held a few times a year in Christchurch (South Island of NZ). The 

highlight for postcard members is the Annual Convention/AGM, which the Society holds in a different place 

every year, usually in September or October. As most collectors know, this event is where more dealers turn 

up with a greater number of postcards and to get the bargains one has to be very quick indeed. Besides the 

buying/selling/swapping of cards and the formal part of the Convention/AGM, there are talks and displays 

from members that captures a lot of attention. The Society members have vast travelling times depending on 

where a postcard even is held. Really keen collectors will always travel!  

 

Previous Conventions/AGMs:  

1983 Wanganui, 1984 Palmerston North, 1985 Christchurch?, 1986 Napier?, 1987 Hamilton,  

1988 Christchurch, 1989 Nelson, 1990 Auckland, 1991 New Plymouth, 1992 Hastings, 1993 Wanganui, 

1994 Wellington, 1995 Wellington, 1996 Palmerston North, 1997 Christchurch, 1998 New Plymouth,  

1999 Auckland, 2000 Wellington, 2001 Palmerston North, 2002 Christchurch, 2003 Hastings,  

2004 Auckland, 2005 Wellington, 2006 Dunedin, 2007 Taupo, 2008 Wanganui, 2009 Christchurch,  

2010 Palmerston North, 2011 Tauranga, 2012 Richmond, 2013 Hastings, 2014 Hamilton. 
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Dealers: New Zealand postcard collectors are no different from our overseas counterparts when it comes to 

searching for postcards but unlike them, there is not the large number of dealers in business here. Currently 

there are about a 19 NZ Postcard dealers operating (see page 17). Only some of them are full-time dealers 

and many have diversified into other collectables as well (stamps, coins, ephemera, etc). Some of the bigger 

dealers make trips overseas (eg to Australia, England and Europe) where they do buying and selling. 

 

Collectors/Postcard Issuers: Collectors in NZ have been blessed with a wealth of postcard material and 

related ephemera over the last 100 years and a lot of material (what today are old treasures) managed to find 

their way to our shores. On top of that there are the locally produced postcards from the early 1900s which 

have continued up to this day but of course at a much smaller volume.  

 

Catalogues: Unlike other collecting hobbies: stamps, coins and cigarette cards, there is no complete list of 

postcards. Postcard collectors usually refer to the yearly Picture Postcard Values compiled by Phil & Dave 

Smith. It is available online from: Days Past, Memories, Reflections of a Bygone Age. British compiled 

catalogues with prices quoted are in pounds, adapted to reflect local conditions there. Different formulas are 

used to work out values but in general if a postcard is catalogued about £1 the NZ equivalent is around 

NZ$1. Of course a lot depends on condition and the “supply and demand factor”.  

 

Summary/Conclusion: The NZ Postcard Society Inc may be relatively small in size compared to overseas 

postcard Societies, but it is very fortunate to have some capable people in charge, as well as having regular 

contributors to the newsletter, which is often said to be “the life-line of our Society”. Furthermore, having a 

stable group of keen card collectors, with new collectors joining each year, helps to keep the hobby healthy. 

As we have entered a new century, we are trying to keep pace with technology. Computers and the Internet 

are now seen as essential items so now a useful website has been developed to help promote the Society and 

postcard collecting: History is a continuing phenomenon. There is no end to it. Who can possibly envisage 

what our image will be and what postcards will be collected in a few decades’ time! 

 

Benefits of Membership of the New Zealand Postcard Society Inc: 

 The Society helps you extend your knowledge of your own collections 

 •You receive four issues per annum of the Postcard Pillar, full of informative articles  

 •You can participate in the Society’s postal auctions held several times each year  

 •The Society holds a weekend Convention each year, incorporating a dealers fair, talks by members 

and the AGM.  

 •The Society encourages members to exhibit their collections at exhibitions, where their exhibits are 

judged and receive medals and certificates. 

 It has a wealth of information on its website, especially in the Members Area: 

www.postcard.org.nz (see page 11 for more detailed information) 
 

    
    NZ postcard 1897 “Undivided back”          NZ Postcard 1917 “Divided back” 
 

NB. Postcards can approximately be dated from the backs. Undivided backs are generally dated pre-1905 

but were in use up to 1907. The plain backs were only for a name and address. Messages were supposed to 

be written only on the front alongside a small picture. Divided backs have two sections, one section for a 

name/address and the other section for a message + stamp. Great Britain first divided the back in 1902, other 

countries soon followed. More commonly introduced from c1905. Many postcards were sent inside 

envelopes which is why so many exist not postally used. Nevertheless, they are still collectable! 

http://www.postcard.org.nz/
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Constitution of the New Zealand Postcard Society Incorporated 
 
 
1. NAME  
The name of the Society shall be NEW ZEALAND POSTCARD SOCIETY INCORPORATED.  
 
2. OBJECT  
The Objects of the Society shall be:  
(a) To foster and promote the study of the history of Postcards in New Zealand, as well as in other parts of 
  the World, and so circulate information there-on to members and other national or regional institutions.  
(b) The exchange of ideas relating to and the general advancement of the collecting of Postcards.  
(c) To compile and publish the "Postcard Pillar" and any other publications and works relating to Postcards.  
(d) The formation of a library of Postcards literature for the benefit of all members.  
(e) To promote and encourage the exhibiting of members collections (or part thereof) in furtherance of the 
  study of Postcards by presentation and display for public viewing.  
(f) To formulate rules for the judging of postcards at exhibitions plus the rules for running exhibitions.  
(g) The Society may at its discretion co-operate or affiliate with clubs or organisations having similar objects 
  or in part similar, to that of the society.  
(h) To sell or otherwise dispose of postcards or other postcard material among members either by way of  
  auction or by private treaty.  
 
3. MEMBERSHIP  
3.1  Membership of the Society shall consist of: 
a) Life Members  
b) Ordinary Members  
c) Honorary Members  
 
3.2  Election - Any person over the age of 15 whom supports the aims and objectives of the society shall 
be entitled to apply for membership of the society.  
Junior membership shall also be available for those aged between 10-15 years.  
Applicants for membership must sign the prescribed form and undertaking to be bound by the Rules and By-
laws of the Society.  
3.2.1 The Management Committee shall have the power to veto any application without any reason given.  
  
3.3  Life Membership  
Any member may be nominated for election as a life member at a general meeting. Such nomination will be 
for outstanding services to the Society or for any other reason deemed sufficient by the Management 
Committee or membership. Election will be on two-thirds vote by fully paid members at the meeting. They 
shall have all the privileges of the Society but shall not be liable for payment of any future subscription. 
 
3.4  Honorary Membership  
The Management Committee may recommend honorary membership to a non-member for services carried 
out to the Society. These members will not have any voting rights, nor pay a subscription.  
 
3.5  Patron  
Members of the Society will elect the Patron from one of the Life Members of the Society. The position of 
Patron will apply for the lifetime of the member or until they wish to relinquish the position.  
  
4 Subscriptions  
4.1  The Management Committee shall set the annual subscription each year, and this shall be ratified at 
the AGM.  
4.2  If for any reason, the subscription amount is not set, then the previous subscription rates shall 
continue.  
4.3  If any member fails to pay the subscription due within three calendar months from that date, the 
Management Committee may at its discretion resolve that the name of the defaulting member be removed 
from the roll of membership. Provided further that such cessation of membership shall be without prejudice to 
the Society's rights to recover any subscription or other monies then due and owing by such member.  
4.4  A member may pay their subscription in advance for two subscription years only. It shall be paid at the 
subscription rate set at the start of the advanced subscription payment. There shall be no discount for paying 
in advance.  
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5 Cessation of Membership  
A member of the Society shall cease to be a member and shall have no claim on the assets of the Society:  
(a) By forwarding his/her resignation in writing to the Secretary of the Society.  
(b) By non-payment of the annual subscription as provided for in Rule 4.3  
(c) By expulsion for misconduct as provided for in Rule 22  
 
6 Change of Address  Any member changing his or her address shall notify the change to the Secretary.  
 
7 Office Holders The Office Holders of the Society shall consist of:  
(a) President  
(b) Area Vice Presidents (up to four) one of whom to be elected to the position of immediate Vice President 
of the Society.  
(c) Secretary  
(d) Treasurer  
(e) Journal Editor  
(f) Sales Manager  
A person may hold two of the office holder positions.  
 
7.1  Committee  
(a)  There shall be five elected members to the Committee  
 
8  Election of Officers and Committee  
(a) An election shall be held at every Annual General Meeting. Persons elected shall hold office until the next 
Annual General Meeting following their election when they shall be eligible for re-election. In the event of any 
vacancy in the officers of the Society, the Management Committee may fill such vacancy for the unexpired 
term of office.  
(b) Candidates for election can be nominated from the floor. Or in writing which shall be signed by the 
candidate and their proposer who are financial members of the Society. This signed letter must be in the 
hands of the secretary before the AGM.  
 
9  Management Committee  
The management and control of the Society shall be vested in the Management Committee, which shall 
consist of the President, Vice Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, Journal Editor, Sales Manager and Five 
committee members whose prior approval of accepted nomination has been obtained.  
9.1  The Management Committee shall appoint the auditor.  
 
10  Quorum and Voting  
At all Management Committee meetings six shall form a quorum; at any Annual General or Special General 
Meeting ten shall form a quorum.  
(a) Voting on motions at any meeting shall be by voices or a show of hands, and shall be determined by a 
majority of votes. Any question shall be submitted to a written ballot on the demand of five members.  
(b) The chairperson at any meeting, shall have a deliberative vote and in the event of an equality of votes a 
casting vote.  
(c) No person shall be permitted to vote whose subscription is in arrears, at the time of voting.  
(d) Proxy or postal voting is not allowed unless approved by the Management Committee and written notice 
will be given to members, who will be informed on what has been approved to be voted on by this method.  
 
11 Meetings  
11.1 The Annual General Meeting should be held in the month of September in each year, preferably in a 
different area each year.  
11.2 The Management Committee will aim to meet at a minimum of twice yearly, or at more regular 
intervals if deemed necessary.  
11.3 The Management Committee will set the times and place of Special General Meetings and Annual 
General Meetings. Notice of such meeting will be by phone, circular, electronically or advertisement stating 
the business to be transacted at such meetings and at least fourteen days notice will be given of such 
meetings.  
11.4 Any notice sent by post shall be deemed to have been served on the day following that on which it 
was posted.  The non-receipt of such notice shall not invalidate the proceedings of any meeting.  
11.5 The Secretary shall at any time call a Special General Meeting on a requisition in writing, duly setting 
out the purpose and signed by at least six members of the Society.  Members unable to attend any Annual 
General Meeting or Special General Meeting may transmit in writing their views upon any proposal to be 
submitted to such meeting, and  such written statement shall be read to the members attending such 
meeting before a vote is taken.  
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12 Power of Management Committee  
(a) The Management Committee shall have power to frame Bylaws when deemed  necessary, provided such 
By-laws are not inconsistent with these Rules.  
(b) In emergency situations a minimum of four office holders (one of which must either be  the President or if 
he/she is unable then the Immediate Vice President) of the society can  make decisions, but these decisions 
must be presented to the next full Management  Committee meeting for ratification.  
 
13 Where no Rule Applies  
If any case arises which in the opinion of the Management Committee is not provided for in these Rules the 
Management Committee will decide it. The Management Committee must act in what it considers to be the 
best interests of the Society and its decision is final.  
 
14 Vice Presidents  
Each Vice President will be the contact person for members in their area and is responsible to pass on any 
relevant information for consideration of the Management Committee. He/She will also have the 
responsibility of organising meetings in their area if asked by the Management Committee.  
 
15 Secretary  
The Secretary shall keep accurate minutes of all meetings, conduct correspondence and prepare and furnish 
such reports and returns as may, from time to time, be required by the Management Committee, and shall at 
all times carry out the instructions of the Management Committee. At Management Committee meetings all 
correspondence both inward and outward shall be read and laid on the table for the perusal of members.  
  
16 Treasurer  
(a) All monies shall be paid to the Treasurer, who shall keep accurate accounts and books showing the 
financial affairs of the Society, and shall pay into such society bank accounts as the Management Committee 
may from time to time direct, to the credit of the Society, all monies he/she may receive on behalf of the 
Society. All payments out of the funds of the Society shall be made pursuant to an order of the Management 
Committee, approved in writing by the Treasurer and another member of the  
Management Committee, or such other person or persons as the Management Committee shall from time to 
time direct.  
(b) He/she shall submit to the Annual General Meeting of the Society a statement of the Income and 
Expenditure for the twelve months l July to 30th June. This statement shall properly set out the state of the 
financial affairs of the Society, its assets and liabilities and will be available for distribution to member's 
twenty-one days before the Annual General Meeting.  
(c) All Financial Statements presented at the Annual General Meeting shall be accompanied by the signature 
of the person who has verified the accounts.  
(d) He/She shall also submit, as required by the Management Committee, a report as to the state of the Bank 
Accounts, amounts received and paid to date, produce the bank statements or pass books and a 
reconciliation thereof with the Society cash book.  
(e) With approval from the Management Committee the Sales Manager shall have the authority to have a 
Sales Account chequebook for the receiving and payment of monies in association with the running of the 
society auctions. The Sales Manager will have the sole authority to sign the cheques on behalf of the 
Society.  
 
17 Investment of Funds  
The Management Committee shall be at liberty to invest in the name of the Society any funds not required 
for immediate use, and in such manner as it deems best in the interests of the Society.  
 
18 Borrowing Powers  
The Management Committee may from time to time borrow or raise or secure payment of money for the 
objects of the Society, in such manner as it thinks fit, and the Society may pay interest thereon.  
 
19 Verification of Accounts  
The Treasurer will make the books and accounts of the Society available for full and free inspection at any 
time, and a verification of the accounts shall be completed at the end of each financial year. Should any 
difficulty occur, other officers or committee members will take action as necessary.  
 
20 Editor  
(a) He/she will be responsible for producing the Society Journal and will aim to produce four editions per 
year. The name of the Journal will be “The Postcard Pillar”. 
(b) Copyright will be publicly stated within the Journal of the Society.  
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21 Sales Manager  
The Sales Manager shall have charge of the circulation among members of sales of postcards and other 
postcard material belonging to the Society and its members or from members of the public and submitted to 
him/her for that purpose. He/she shall keep proper records of all sales transactions, and make reports to the 
Management Committee on sales as the Management Committee may from time to time require. The Sales 
Manager shall present to the Treasurer a verified record of the Sales Account at the end of each financial 
year. This record will provide a statement of the Income and Expenditure for the twelve months 1 July to 30th 
June and shall properly set out the state of the financial affairs for the Sales Account. This record to be 
forwarded to the Treasurer as soon as practicable, after the end of the financial year.  
 

22 Discipline  
Any member of the Society who commits any act which, in the opinion of the Management Committee, is of a 
discreditable nature, insofar as the affairs of the Society are concerned, may be expelled from the Society by 
a majority vote of the Management Committee. Provided, however, that such member shall have the right to 
appear in person before the Management Committee for the purpose of explaining their conduct, and shall 
have the further right of an appeal to a Special General Meeting. Where any such Special General Meeting 
would be held not in conjunction with an AGM and the appeal is lost then the appellant shall bear all costs 
associated with the Special General Meeting. The Management Committee to decide on what would be 
considered appropriate costs in this respect. Such cessation of membership shall be without prejudice to the 
Society's rights to recover any subscriptions or other monies then due and owing by such person.  
 

23 Alteration of Rules  
23.1 These rules may be repealed or altered, or any new rule added, at a special general meeting.  
23.2 Notice of any proposed repeal, alteration or addition, shall be given in writing to the Secretary at least 
twenty one days before such meeting.  
23.3 At least fourteen days notice shall be given to each member of the Society of the text of the proposed 
repeal, alteration or addition. 
23.4 The Management Committee shall approve all repeals, alterations or the addition of New Rules before 
they are presented to a Special General Meeting.  
No addition to, or alteration of, the winding-up clause, objects clause or personal pecuniary profit clause shall 
be approved without the approval of the Inland Revenue Department.  
 

24 Winding Up  
The Society may be wound up in accordance with the provisions of Section 24 Incorporated Societies Act 
1908. In the event of the winding up or dissolution of the Society the surplus assets (if any) shall be disposed 
of in such manner as the Society shall in Special General Meeting by resolution determine, or such other 
method as the Society may think appropriate. Except that no member or members shall derive any Personal 
Pecuniary Gain from such winding-up action.  
  

25 Indemnity of Officers  
The Officers of the Society shall be indemnified by the Society from all losses and expenses incurred by 
them in or about the discharge of their respective duties, except such as happen from their own respective 
wilful neglect or any act contrary to the rules.  
 
26 Liability of Members No Member is under any liability in respect of any contract, debit or other obligation 
made or incurred by the Society.  
 
27 Personal Pecuniary Profit  
No member or person associated with a member of the Society shall derive any income, benefit or 
advantage from the Society where they can materially influence the payment of the income, benefit or 
advantage. Except where that income benefit or advantage is derived from:  
(a) Professional services to the Society rendered in the course of business charged at no greater rate than 
current market rates; or  
(b) Interest on money lent at no greater rate than current market rates.  
The provisions and effect of this clause shall not be removed from this document and shall be included and 
implied into any document replacing this document.  
 
28 Registered Office There shall be a Registered Office of the Society, which shall be care of D. H. South, 
14 Windlesham Place Wakefield, Nelson provided that the situation of the Registered Office may be changed 
by Resolution of the Society. 
 

29 Seal The Society shall have a Common Seal, which shall be kept in the custody of the Secretary, who 
shall affix it in the presence of two members of the Management Committee to such documents as the 
Management Committee may from time to time direct.  
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Auction Rules for Vendors of the NZPS Inc 
The information listed below may be of assistance.  

 

1 A brief description of each individual card and their condition must be given. For bulk lots a brief 

description to describe concisely this lot must be given.  

 

2 The Society sales person will not be held responsible for any defects in the cards or deficits in their 

description as given by the vendors.  

 

3 Any postage costs and the Postcard Societies Commission of 15% will be deducted from the Vendors 

sales.  

 

4 Any unsold cards will be returned after the auction with any payment.  

 

5 All Lots must have a RESERVE. 
 

Auction Rules for Bidders (Conditions of Sale) of the NZPS Inc 
1 The highest bidder is the purchaser at 10c above the next highest bidder. If there is only one bid, the sale 

will be at the reserve figure. If two bids are received for identical amounts on any lot, the first bid received 

will be the successful bidder.  

 

2 Any lot not matching the description may be returned within seven days of receipt of invoice, (collection 

and bulk lots excluded) to the sales person.  

 

3 NO BUY BIDS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

 

4 “Reserve” means just that. Lower bids are not accepted.  

 

5 Successful bidders will receive an invoice after the auction. Payment should be made by cheque and 

forwarded within seven days of receipt of invoice to the sales manager (usually the Auctioneer).  

 

6 Delivery will only be made to bidders upon receipt of 

payment.  

 

7 Postage and packing shall be at the purchaser’s expense. 

PLEASE NOTE: cards are sent at buyer’s risk. Please request 

‘registered return’ if you have concerns about the reliability 

of the mail service. Registration is not available for material 

sent to a PO Box, but Courier Post will provide this service.  

 

8 BIDS RECEIVED AFTER CLOSING DATE WILL NOT 

BE ACCEPTED.  

 

9 All bids must be in NZ dollars. Bids may be sent by mail 

or by email. Emailed bids will be acknowledged - please 

ensure you receive an acknowledgement, as this is the check 

your communication has been received.  

 

10 There is no buyer’s premium. This is a ‘no GST’ sale.  

 

11 The Society reserves the right to withdraw any lot without 

explanation or notification. 

 
2008 NZ Postcard Society Inc 25th Anniversary postcard 

NB. The New Zealand Postcard Society Inc will endeavour to ensure that all aspects of the auction 

procedure are thorough. However, the Society will not be liable for any errors or omissions in 

executing vendors or purchasers instructions or for any late or non-receipt of material or bids. 
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New Zealand Postcard Society Inc Journal Postcard Pillar 
The journal is published four times per year: ie quarterly: February, May, August, November. It usually consists of 32 

pages in A4 layout with most pages in black/white, but some are in colour. A supplement Auction list usually features 

100-200 lots and a Postcard Bid Sheet is included with the journal. Memberads and all other contributions should be in 

by the first day of the following months: January, April, July, October. (eg. for November 2015 Postcard Pillar, 

contributions to be sent to the Editor by 1 October 2015 please.) Given sufficient space it is likely that later 

contributions might still be incorporated, but members should try to have them posted to the Editor, to arrive by the 

above mentioned dates; otherwise they will be held over to the next issue. Views expressed by contributors are not 

necessarily those of the Editor or any other Committee members, or the Publisher. The Editor reserves the right to edit 

all contributions. 

 

How long and what sort of articles are usually contributed to the Postcard Pillar?  
Articles are usually anything from a paragraph or two, or up to 3 pages depending on space; and are usually based on: 

 A postcard or series of postcard; a discovery, something new or unrecorded 

 Pen Portrait (bit about yourself and what you collect, your favourite card, how you store your collection, best bargain, etc) 

 Anything that you think might be of  interest to readers 

 Memberads – to advertise for postcards: wanted/to exchange/for sale, etc (space maybe limited). 

 

Whom to send articles/cards to and when? Please send articles and any postcards for illustrations either by 

post or email to the Editor (their name and address is listed on inside front cover of your most recent Postcard Pillar). 

 

Other useful tips: 
If applicable, it would be appreciated if you can supply one or two examples of postcards to illustrate article, by either:  

a) Send original postcard(s) to the Editor who will scan and send back to you as soon as possible. 

b) Send scan of postcard(s) via email to the Editor. 

c) Provide Editor with a clear colour photocopy (laser/digital only) preferably front and back of postcard, original size. 

As you all know pictures of postcard(s) will greatly enhance any article. Please note if sending postcard(s), please pack 

cards well (eg use thick cardboard) so they won’t be at risk of damage through the post, plus write on both sides of 

envelope ‘Do not bend’. If handwriting an article please write legibly as it helps the Editor retype your contribution.  

A computer typed article sent by email is best; save article as a “text or Word file” then either email it or post a printout.  

 

New Zealand Postcard Society Inc ‘Awards’ 
The Chas Lilley Memorial Award (Certificate) 
In July 2011, the Chas Lilley Memorial Award was created and is made annually for the best contribution to the 

Postcard Pillar. It is awarded at the New Zealand Postcard Society AGM for the best researched article, the most 

interesting article, or a group of articles from a single member. A selected person(s) by one of the NZPS Officers or 

Committee will appoint a judge. The first award was made in 2012 at the Tauranga Convention/AGM to Alan Jackson 

for his article “Muir and Moodie Undivided Back Postcards of Canterbury” (pages 7-17 Postcard Pillar Issue 92 – July 

2011). Chas Lilley was the Founding President of the New Zealand Postcard Society from its inception in 1983 through 

to 1990. He then was Newsletter Editor until 1993, was elected as a Life Member in 2003 and was elected as Patron in 

2007. He was a member of the Committee throughout this period. Chas always supported the Society and its members 

in a myriad of ways. In his professional capacity as a dealer in cards, owning The Stamp Shop in New Plymouth for 33 

years, he travelled extensively in Britain and Australia, bringing back cards to excite collectors. Chas had collected 

cards himself since 1935, with extensive personal collections of cards of Taranaki, Maoris, and of course his beloved 

London theme. Chas was involved in nearly every postcard event in NZ, and actively promoted the hobby. He 

encouraged casual visitors to collect postcards, and looked for cards to fit collectors’ interests. When the Society 

succeeded in establishing picture postcards as an exhibiting class within the philatelic framework, Chas was one of the 

first to qualify as a judge although, of course, he had been involved in judging and appraising displays and exhibits for 

many years prior to that. Chas was a regular contributor to the Postcard Society journal ‘Postcard Pillar’, sending in 

choice items, or writing articles on the interesting highways and byways of the hobby. Members’ collections gained 

from the help Chas gave, not just in acquiring cards but also through his unrivalled knowledge of cards, the associated 

photographers or producers, and the methods of production. He was also a great raconteur. Visitors to his shop or his 

stand at exhibitions and fairs, often spent an enjoyable time listening to stories of his adventures in the search for 

postcards. Chas passed away in early 2011. 

 

Nominations for NZ Philatelic Federation Awards 
The NZ Philatelic Federation makes awards each year for philatelists/postcard collectors. The award of Philatelist of the 

Year, or Postcarder of the Year, is made to one person only for an exceptional contribution to their hobby. The award of 

Deserving Philatelist or Deserving Postcarder, recognises people for their contribution to their hobby. Nominations for 

these awards are to be decided at the AGM and forwarded to the NZ Philatelic Federation for their decisions. So please 

think about who deserves nomination. 
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New Zealand Postcard Society Inc Website 
At the 2011 Convention/AGM in Christchurch it was suggested that the New Zealand Postcard Society Inc get a 

website developed to further promote postcard collecting and try to attract more members. This was seen as a major 

step forward. On 31st May 2012, Mark Rocket of Avatar Ltd ( www.avatar.co.nz ) put forward a proposal letter to the 

NZPS. Once President Jeff Long and the Treasurer along with the rest of the Committee accepted this proposal the 

website was set up. Soon after, Secretary Jenny Long became webmaster. In September 2014, Ross Alexander and 

Bruce King took over. Below is a basic summary outline of the website structure (site map): www.postcard.org.nz 

(NB. More data is contained in the Members Area. Structural changes will be made and new information added.) 

Navigation Tabs on the top right of the HOME page 

Home 
Members 

Area  
Links Contact Sitemap 

Takes user to 

the front page 

Lots of 

useful data, 

see bottom 

of this page. 

(need 

username & 

password) 

NZ Philatelic Federation Inc 

NZ Society of Genealogist Inc 

NZ Stamp Dealers Association 

NZS.com Collecting 

Cartophilic Society of NZ Inc 

Some other societies 

Questions, or 

would like to 

enquire about the 

NZ Postcard 

Society (can use 

enquiry form and 

has Secretary’s 

email) 

Many links to 

items on this 

website 

 

Menu Tabs on the middle of the HOME page 

Join What’s On Magazine  Products  Articles 

Membership form Full list of events 
Front page current 

Postcard Pillar 
Books 

Selection best 

articles from 

previous PP  

More about NZPS 

Convention 

Auctions 

Local meetings 

Fairs, Exhibitions 

List articles 

current PP with 

teaser intro and 

image 

Postcards by NZPS Reports on events 

Link for Payment    
Back issues PP and 

Annual 
Exhibiting guide 

    Exhibiting rules 

    Exhibits  

 

Three sections on the bottom of the HOME page 

NZ Postcard Society Become a Member What’s On 

Sentence about NZPS 

List of benefits of membership 

Subscriptions 

Enquiries  

(Link to membership form) 

Closest of upcoming events 

Broad range of events not just 

NZPS organised (Link to 

NZSDA) 

Members Area Summary 

Society Information General Research  Members’ Forums  

Committee  

(Name and email address 

(not physical address) 

Postcard Pillar index  

(Link to PDF) 

Photographers 

 Muir & Moodie  

 FGR; FN Jones 

 Zak, Pringle, Wm Beattie 

Member Profiles 

Notices 
Postcard Pillar Articles 

(Link to PDF) 

Publishers 

 Tourist & Publicity Dept. 

 Tanner Bros 

 Modern Postcard Publishers 

Members Forum 

 Q & A 

 Member Ads 

 Dealer Ads 

 Items of Interest 

AGM (Link to PDF) 
Bibliographies 

(Link to PDF) 

Topographical 

 (Link to PDF) 
 

Convention (Link to PDF) 
Auction lists, images  

(Link to PDF) 

Technical  

 (Link to PDF) 
 

Constitution (Link to PDF)  

Specialist Topics 

 WW1 Centenary 

 Comic Postcards 

 Exhibitions 

 

http://www.avatar.co.nz/
http://www.postcard.org.nz/
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Starting A Postcard Collection 
 

This is a brief guide for those setting out to collect postcards as to how they might go about this task as 

painlessly as possible! From our experience we know that quite a few established postcard collectors became 

interested in the subject because they inherited an album or shoe-box full of postcards and snapshots from 

family members. To our mind there can be no better introduction to collecting cards.  

 

Both authors became interested in postcards by different routes, namely collecting photographs and postal 

history. Other collectors we know came to postcards via other interests such as railways or the history of 

their own district or locality.  

 

No matter what your background or motivation towards collecting postcards, it is in your interest to 

familiarise yourself with some practical knowledge before setting out to build a collection.  

 

For a start, there are no retail outlets in New Zealand that specialise solely in postcards. Most sources of 

postcards over the counter (assuming it is old postcards you are after) are to be found with stamp and coin 

dealers, who are spread around the country. By the term ‘old postcards’ we mean second-hand items that 

have been postally used or are not contemporary. There are alternatives to this which we will mention 

shortly.  

 

Generally speaking, the older the card the higher the price, although there are numerous exceptions. We 

therefore recommend that you start with making yourself familiar with stocks of postcards held by dealers. 

This will give you a feeling for subject matter and the costs involved. Very few cards from the early period 

can be acquired for less than a dollar. In fact, it is best to think of $2 to $10 as the basic cost for most 

postcards held in dealers’ stocks. Although it may prove costly if you decide to specialise in topics like post 

offices or trams that will cost you anything from $20 to $50, the knowledge you gain from simply looking at 

what is available over a period of time will soon pay dividends as you become familiar with some of the 

foibles of collecting postcards. Terms like ‘stamp removed’, ‘message on back’ or ‘undivided back’ will 

soon become part of your vernacular.  

 

Seek out ‘Collector Fairs’. Find out where they are held and their frequency. It is here you will see stocks of 

postcards held by several dealers and be able to compare the prices being asked. If your interest develops, 

you should then make an effort to join a club or society where you will be able to meet other collectors and 

share experiences or trade postcards to the satisfaction of both parties. Adding to your collection through 

postal auctions run by dealers or societies is something you should attempt after you have gained some basic 

knowledge of prices. Possibly cheaper methods of extending your collection would be to frequent second-

hand shops or advertise in local papers. If you find all this rather daunting there is another way of beginning 

collecting postcards that will lead able collection that will lead you to gaining a sizeable collection that won’t 

break the bank. Start by buying new postcards which are available at stationers, posts shops and tourist 

centres.  

 

An even cheaper method is to periodically check local cafés or other venues that have ‘give-away’ postcard 

racks. These are more visually interesting than the standard pictorial postcard and won’t cost you anything! 

Other good sources of contemporary postcards are museums, and art gallery shops, which carry a fair 

number of imported cards, albeit focussed on art and ethnic themes. 
(Source: page 112, Wish You Were Here – The Story of NZ Postcards by William Main & Alan Jackson, 2004.) 

 

What to collect: One can collect: by area, by subject or theme, by artist, by publisher, by style or type, open-

ended (anything goes!). Almost every conceivable subject may be found on postcards. Publishers competed 

with each other to produce the most attractive subjects such as: actresses, advertisements, animals, art, 

aviation, children, churches, comic, film stars, greetings, industry, military, novelty, occupations, postal, 

royalty, silks, social history, street scenes, sports, towns, transport, views and villages. BUT let us not forget 

the back of the postcard. Often postcards conveyed very descriptive messages regarding social conditions 

and events that happened, while others were simple and short messages saying things like, ‘Happy Birthday 

Jim’, or something to that effect. Postcards that were posted through the post office would have had a stamp 

or two and these were cancelled, therefore the postmark(s) have an added interest; many are very collectable. 

Where to obtain postcards: Online auctions (Trademe, Ebay, Delcampe), collectors fairs, 2nd hand shops. 
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Pricing Postcards 
 

We approached the problems this section poses with care, noting how other authors have dealt with this issue 

in some of the standard texts on the subject. Any thoughts we might have held about New Zealand postcards 

being cheaper as a result of our isolation from overseas markets went out the window when we discovered an 

almost identical rise in prices over the last decade which, dollar for dollar, card for card, matched the rest of 

the world.  

 

Rightly or wrongly we attributed this rise in prices to an ever-increasing number of collectors and dealers 

who use the Internet to keep abreast of trends. Be that as it may, we think it may be of some consolation for 

those setting out to build up a collection of New Zealand postcards to know that it is still cheaper and easier 

to acquire a basic collection locally than from a foreign source.  

 

Therefore, once it is realised that local sources are the best option and one or two common sense points 

regarding values are taken on board, it should be easy to tell whether the price for a particular postcard is fair 

or not. In the main, our rule of thumb for sorting this out is based on four important factors: 

a) how old is the postcard being offered for sale?  

b) is it printed or a real photo?  

c) is it in acceptable condition? 

d) is it likely to sell quickly?  

 

The general rule about the earlier the postcard, the dearer it must be applies to most cards in the market place 

if one works on the assumption that early cards should fewer on the ground as a result of a longer attrition 

period. But remember, producers brought out huge editions when postcards were all the rage between 1902 

and 1914. So a card bearing a 1904 postmark could still be quite common despite its age. Another rule of 

thumb is that if a high price is being asked for an early edition postcard, examine it carefully for its general 

condition. Damage consisting of bent corners, tears or defacing should be noted and weighed up against the 

price being asked. If you are unhappy with a card’s condition and if you anticipate you might find another in 

better condition, then don’t proceed unless the seller notes your concern and is prepared to reduce the price 

accordingly. If, however, it is a real photo of an unusual subject, you must consider the possibility that you 

may never see another one again.  

 

Real photo cards were often produced in tiny editions and you may be looking at a unique example! In such 

cases bend marks, tears and marks on the picture side should not weigh heavily on your mind. Of course you 

can try to argue the point with the seller, but reason should tell you that it might be the only chance you 

might ever have of obtaining that particular card! Real photos fall into two distinct categories: those with 

hand lettering are generally the product of small print runs by individual photographers: those with a printed 

title have been made with a machine that automatically exposes and prints editions in large numbers. 

 

Rule-of-thumb pricing scale:  
$1 to $3 - lowest rate: predominantly scenic cards with little human interest.  

 

$3 to $10 - Low priced: Commonly encountered long-distance views of towns and tourist locations. Usually 

printed (rather than real photo).  

 

$10 to $30 - Medium priced: Printed real photo street scenes featuring shops and commercial buildings. 

The more animated or interesting the scene, the higher the price.  

 

$30 to $50 - High priced: Scenes depicting events and other special occasions. Also some special themes 

such as trams or small post offices (close-up scenes). Usually real photos.  

 

$50 & over - Rarities: Specific events, disasters and other unique cards with a restricted local circulation. 

Almost always RPs.  

While the foregoing may be helpful to some, we are reminded of a quotation we read somewhere:  

“The price of a postcard is entirely dependent upon the moods  

of the buyer and seller at the time of the transaction.” 
(Source: page 113, Wish You Were Here – The Story of NZ Postcards by William Main & Alan Jackson, 2004.) 
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Glossary of Postcard Terms (NB. Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postcard ) 

 

Appliqué: A postcard that has some form of cloth, metal or other embellishment attached to it. 

 

Art Déco: Artistic style of the 1920s, recognisable by its symmetrical designs and straight lines. 

 

Art Nouveau: Artistic style of the turn of the century, characterised by flowing lines and flowery symbols, yet often 

depicting impressionist more than representational art. 

 

Artist Signed: Postcards with artwork that has the artist’s signature, and the art is often unique for postcards. 

 

Bas Relief: Postcards with a heavily raised surface, giving a papier-mâché appearance. 

 

Composites: A number of individual cards, that when placed together in a group, form a larger picture. Also called 

“instalment” cards. 

 

Court Cards: The official size for British postcards between 1894–1899, measuring 115 mm × 89 mm (4.5 in × 3.5 in). 

 

Divided Back: Postcards with a back divided into two sections, one for the message, the other for the address. British 

cards were first divided in 1902 and American cards in 1907. 

 

Early: Any card issued before the Divided Back was introduced. 

 

Embossed: Postcards with a raised surface. 

 

Hand-tinted: Black-and-white images were tinted by hand using watercolours and stencils. 

 

Hold-to-Light: Also referred to as ‘HTL’, postcards often of a night time scene with cut out areas to show the light. 

 

Intermediate Size: The link between Court Cards and Standard Size, measuring 130 mm × 80 mm (5.1 in × 3.1 in). 

 

Kaleidoscopes: Postcards with a rotating wheel that reveals a myriad of colours when turned. 

 

Large Letter: A postcard that has the name of a place shown as a series of very large letters, inside of each of which is 

a picture of that locale (sometimes known as Big Letter). 

 

MOB: Message on Back 

 

Midget Postcards: Novelty cards of the size 90 mm × 70 mm (3.54 in × 2.76 in). 

 

Novelty: Any postcard that deviates in any way from the norm. Cards that do something, or have articles attached to 

them, or are printed in an unusual size or on strange materials. An example is cards made of leather. 

 

Oilette: A trade name used by Raphael Tuck & Sons for postcards reproduced from original paintings. 

 

Postally Used (PU): A postcard that has been officially cancelled with a postmark at a Post Office. 

 

Real Photographic: Abbreviated to “RP”. Postcards produced by a photographic, rather than a printing process. 

 

Standard Size: Introduced in Britain in November 1899, measuring 140 mm × 89 mm (5.5 in × 3.5 in). 

 

Topographical: Postcards showing street scenes and general views.  

 

Undivided Back: Postcards with a plain back where all of this space was used for the address. This is usually in 

reference to early cards, although undivided were still in common use up until 1907. 

 

Vignette: Usually found on undivided back cards, consisting of a design that does not occupy the whole of the picture 

side. Vignettes may be anything from a small sketch in one corner of the card, to a design cover three quarters of the 

card. The purpose is to leave some space for the message to be written, as the entire reverse of the card could only be 

used for the address. 

 

Write-Away: A card with the opening line of a sentence, which the sender would then complete.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postcard
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Postcard Grading Guide 
 

Usually a postcard is graded by one of the six standard and recognised conditions (see boxed text below). 

However there are many situations where one may grade a postcard between a grading, eg F-G = Fair-Good; 

or G-VG = Good-Very Good. These are normally used as a more general type of grading where it is quite 

hard to give a definite grading, and commonly used to grade several postcards in a series or group of 

postcards. 
 

POSTCARD GRADING GUIDE www.postcard.co.uk/pta_grading.php 

 

Mint (M): As new, un-posted, in a pristine state. Not normally applicable to vintage cards unless found in 

original packets.  

 

Excellent (EX): No obvious flaws. Sharp corners, clean and if postally used, writing does not detract from 

appearance.  

 

Very Good (VG): Minor defects such as album marks, signs of age and handling acceptable that do not 

detract from a visually pleasing card.  

 

Good (G): Noticeable defects, handling and wear apparent. Slight creasing and minor postal damage not 

detrimental to image acceptable in this category. 

 

Fair (F): Obvious creasing, staining, small tears or damp damage evident. Significant edge or corner 

damage. Just about in a collectable state.  

 

Poor (P): Incomplete, image seriously affected. A gap filler only! 

 

Condition Grading on the Internet: When selling postcards on the internet the image should be a true 

representation of the item. Images should show edge definition (this can easily be done by placing a piece of 

dark paper over the image when scanning or scanning with the lid up in subdued room lighting). 

Descriptions should also be clear. It is insufficient to describe a card as ‘Good’. All defects should ideally be 

clearly pointed out and measured if necessary (eg ‘1 cm tear’) to avoid misunderstandings.’  

 

(NB. Any link to this boxed text does not infer membership of the ‘Postcard Traders Association’. 

 

If a member has difficulty in working out a grade for the condition of a postcard(s) then perhaps they should 

show a more experienced collector, or send it to the Sales Manager (Auctioneer) and enclose SAE as they 

may be able to clarify the grading. 
 

Remember that it is quite hard to agree on definite conditions/gradings when viewing postcards between 

several collectors. Furthermore confidence in grading postcards comes with practice and/or experience over 

a few years. Never grade postcards at night or in poor light! 
 

Most recognised Catalogues show prices/values for postcards in VG or EX condition and it refers usually to 

that person’s or dealer’s selling price. If the postcard is of lower grade/condition, then the price/value of the 

postcard comes down (unless it is scarce or rare). It is hard to put a fixed percentage of price reduction in 

relation to the condition, but generally the following could be useful to keep in mind: 

 A Mint (M) postcard has a value of 100% or slightly more in cases (eg if it is scarce) 

 An Excellent (EX) postcard has a value of 90-100% 

 A Very Good (VG) postcard has a value of 50-90% 

 A Good (G) postcard has a value of 30-50% 

 A Fair (F) post card has a value of 10-30% 

 A Poor (P) post card has a value of 0-10%. 
 

Condition plays a very important part in putting a price on postcards; eg if postcard are only in Good 

condition, then the approximate selling price is probably less than half catalogue, unless it is special or rare. 

See next page for illustrated examples of Postcard Gradings. 

http://www.postcard.co.uk/pta_grading.php
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Postcard Grading Examples 
 

The card illustrations (all greatly reduced in size) on this page are only examples that might constitute a 

general guide of Card Conditions.  

NB. The black background is not part of the postcards, it is only used to help show the card better. 
 

 

    
   MINT: unused (not postally used, no MOB, no defects)      EXCELLENT: sharp corners/edges & clean 
 (Published c2005 by Pictorial Publication Ltd; NZ greetings postcard) (Published 1924 by GB Valentine & Sons Ltd; comic postcard) 

 

 

 

      
VERY GOOD: slight signs of age, some album marks, slightly grubby    GOOD: rounded corners, slight crease left hand corner 
 (Published c1920s by Wildt & Cray, London; greetings/glitter postcard)  (Published c1908 by A G Tibbutt; view/industry postcard) 

 

 

 

    
    FAIR: several creases & worn corners/edges      POOR: several chips/rips, faded 
(Published c1937 by Valentine & Sons Ltd GB; heraldic/view postcard) (Published c1910 by USA anonymous; embossed postcard) 
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Some New Zealand Postcard Dealers 
 

NB.  This list is not in any order of preference; starts with most northerly NZ location of dealer, then works southwards. 

It does not claim to be complete. There may well be other dealers in your locality? If so please inform the Secretary. 

Postcard stocks and selling/buying prices may vary considerably and it is up to the individual to make enquiries.  

Only the people underlined are known to have their own shop where they operate from. For many it is not their sole 

business. If contacting by post please enclose a SAE. Some dealers may stock plastic postcard pocket pages. Also see 

the following website as some stamp dealers also hold stocks of postcards: http://www.nzsda.com/members.html  

 

1 David Holmes & Nigel Shanks: Auckland City Stamps: PO Box 27646, Auckland 1440; T +64 9 522 0311,  

  F +64 9 522 0313, Email: hello@aucklandcitystamps.co.nz  Website: www.aucklandcitystamps.co.nz  

 

2 David Bevan: Eastamps: PO Box 260083, Howick East, Auckland 2146 

  Telephone +64 9 530 8869, Fax +64 9 579 4357, Email: sales@eastamps.com Website: http://www.eastamps.com/  

 

3 Lois Ion: Business address: Suite 7, 2nd Floor, Kanuka House - Office Central, 1163 Eruera Street, Rotorua 3010.  

  Postal address: PO Box 342, Rotorua 3040; ph 07 348 0108; Email: lois.ion@xtra.co.nz  

 

4 Eric Diamond: 14 Killegray Close, Flagstaff, Hamilton 3210, ph 07 8548072, Email: wherespoppy1@gmail.com  

 

5 Ray Orton: Cards & Collectables: PO Box 1659, Rotorua; ph 07 346 2699, Email: rayorton@xtra.co.nz   

 

6 Tanya: The Stamp Shop: 221a Devon Street East (PO Box 372), New Plymouth, ph 06 758-7961 (work);  

 Email: chas@stampshop.co.nz  Website: www.stampshop.co.nz/  Trademe: tanchas. 

 

7 Ron Hughes: Imperial Postcards & Stamps: PO Box 5613, Terrace End, Palmerston North 4414;  

  ph 06 951-2000, Email: imperial.stamps@clear.net.nz   

 

8 Val & Kevin Mills: Harbour City Coins: PO Box 1237, Palmerston North 4440; ph 06 355 4857 (9am-5pm M-F);  

  Email: postcardsnz@gmail.com   

 

9 Bruce Graves: Palmerston North Stamp Centre: PO Box 1781, Palmerston North 4440; ph 06 357 2751;  

  Fax: 06 954 000, Email: stamps@stampsnz.co.nz  Website:  www.stampsnz.co.nz   

 

10  Bill Leggett Collectables: PO Box 40722, Upper Hutt 5140; ph 04 5282552, Cell 027 3123669;  

  Email: blcollect@xtra.co.nz  

 

11 Lindsay Armstrong: PO Box 14440, Kilbirnie 6241, Wellington; ph 04 387 3452 (home);  

 Email: lindsaya@paradise.net.nz  Website: http://homepages.paradise.net.nz/~lindsaya/index.htm  

 

12 John Eccles: Eccles Stamps Coins & Postcards: 1st Floor, AMI Plaza, 342 Lambton Quay, Wellington 6140; 

  (PO Box 1174); ph (04) 499 6460; mobile: 027 448 1153; Email: john.eccles@xtra.co.nz   

 

13 Paul Wales: Classic Stamps Ltd: PO Box 5086, Springlands, Blenheim 7241, ph 03 579 5650;  

  Fax: (03) 579 4894; Email: paul@classicstamps.co.nz  Website: www.classicstamps.co.nz  

 

14 Doug & Evie South: South Stamps & Postcards: PO Box 20, Wakefield, Nelson 7052; ph 03 541 8980;  

 Email:  tuiville@xtra.co.nz 

 

15 Steve McLachlan: Shades Stamp Shop Ltd: PO Box 10122, Phillipstown, Christchurch 8145; 

  Phone: 03 366 6390; Email: steve@philatelic.org.nz Website: www.newzeal.com/steve  

 

16 Ross Alexander: Christchurch; ph 03 355 5357; Email: rossalexander@xtra.co.nz  

 

17 Don White: Dunedin Stamp Centre: PO Box 776, Dunedin 9054; Phone: +64 3 4776128, Fax: +64 3 4792718; 

  Email: dnstamp@es.co.nz  Website: www.dunedinstamps.co.nz  

  (NB. Shop is at 32 Hanover Street, Dunedin; open Monday to Friday 9am - 5.30pm) 

 

18 Alan Kilpatrick: PO Box 588, Dunedin 9054; Phone: 03 467 5581. Fax: 03 467 5581, Mobile: 027 316 0001; 

  Email: amkilpa@es.co.nz  

 

http://www.nzsda.com/members.html
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http://www.stampsnz.co.nz/
mailto:blcollect@xtra.co.nz
mailto:lindsaya@paradise.net.nz
http://homepages.paradise.net.nz/~lindsaya/index.htm
mailto:john.eccles@xtra.co.nz
mailto:paul@classicstamps.co.nz
http://www.classicstamps.co.nz/
mailto:tuiville@xtra.co.nz
mailto:steve@philatelic.org.nz
http://www.newzeal.com/steve
mailto:rossalexander@xtra.co.nz
mailto:dnstamp@es.co.nz
http://www.dunedinstamps.co.nz/
mailto:amkilpa@es.co.nz
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Some Overseas Postcard Dealers 
List below is not comprehensive, there are others, use google. Some have shops, others operate from home or online. 

 

http://www.playle.com/IFPD/ifpd_roster.html International Federation of Postcard Dealers (mostly US/Canada). 

 

Australia: (see next section on Some Overseas Postcard Societies, listed on this page.) 

 

United Kingdom: 

http://www.postcard.co.uk/dealers.php This website gives and extensive listing of UK dealers in old picture postcards 

who are members of the Postcard Traders Association. Only those members who have asked to be included are listed 

and it is far from a complete membership list.  

 

Ireland: http://www.postcard.co.uk/dealers_eire.php  

 

Europe: http://www.postcard.co.uk/dealers_europe.php  

 

North America: http://www.postcard.co.uk/dealers_north_america.php  

 

America: http://www.thepostcardweb.com/Dealers.html + http://www.postcard-directory.com/ Postcard-Directory.com 

is an invaluable resource for Postcard Collectors and Dealers. Active links to direct emails, web sites & online auctions. 

 

Some Overseas Postcard Societies  
Listing below are not complete and some Societies may issue a regular newsletter/magazine which one can subscribe to.  

The following listing is Australia: 

 The Australian Postcard Society Inc http://www.australian-postcard-society.com/links.htm  

 Canberra Picture Postcard Collectors (Australian Capital Territory) http://www.canberrastamps.org/groups.htm  

 W.A. Card Collectors Society Inc. http://www.w-a-p-c.net/  

 NSW Picture Postcard Collectors Society Inc. http://postcardnsw.com/  

 Queensland Card Collectors Society Inc. http://members.ozemail.com.au/~msafier/postcard/qccsi_links.html  

 Australian Cartophilic Society, Inc. (Victoria) http://australiancartophilic.org.au/home.html  

 

The following listing is UK (regional) postcard clubs: http://www.postcard.co.uk/clubuk.php  

 

The following listing is for the Rest of The World (mostly USA): http://www.postcard.co.uk/clubww.php  

 

Some Online Postcard Auctions 
There are many but the big postcard players are: 

www.trademe.co.nz/ TradeMe New Zealand based website that is more popular than eBay in New Zealand in the area 

of cards. 

 

www.ebay.com/ eBay once the biggest on-line auction but restrictive selling practices and ever increasing fees have 

begun to alienate many sellers and collectors. You can go directly to the eBay Postcard Listings  

 

www.delcampe.net/  Delcampe French based multi-lingual website that offers postcards, stamps, coins, books, 

ephemera and other collectables. Now providing serious competition to eBay.  

 

www.playle.com/ Playle’s Postcard Auctions a very large internet postcard auction, several thousand postcards. 

 

www.loddonauctions.co.uk/ Loddon Auctions Ltd (which took over T. Vennett-Smith) UK’s leading auctioneers of 

postcards, autographs, ephemera and sporting memorabilia. 

 

www.ansichtskartenversand.com Bartko-Reher-Team in Berlin, Germany (buy directly, you don’t need to bid!). 

 

The following two websites are very useful for postcard collecting information: 

 

www.postcard.co.uk/ Postcard Pages (Postcard Traders Association): news, fairs, items for sale, dealers lists, links… 

 

www.postcardcollecting.co.uk/  Reflections of a Bygone Age: they publish a great monthly magazine. 

 

www.postcard.co.uk/accessories.php Postcard Accessories & Suppliers: albums, plastic pocket pages, etc. 

http://www.playle.com/IFPD/ifpd_roster.html
http://www.postcard.co.uk/dealers.php
http://www.postcard.co.uk/dealers_eire.php
http://www.postcard.co.uk/dealers_europe.php
http://www.postcard.co.uk/dealers_north_america.php
http://www.thepostcardweb.com/Dealers.html
http://www.postcard-directory.com/
http://www.australian-postcard-society.com/links.htm
http://www.canberrastamps.org/groups.htm
http://www.w-a-p-c.net/
http://postcardnsw.com/
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~msafier/postcard/qccsi_links.html
http://australiancartophilic.org.au/home.html
http://www.postcard.co.uk/clubuk.php
http://www.postcard.co.uk/clubww.php
http://www.trademe.co.nz/
http://www.ebay.com/
http://www.delcampe.net/
http://www.playle.com/
http://www.loddonauctions.co.uk/
http://www.ansichtskartenversand.com/
http://www.postcard.co.uk/
http://www.postcardcollecting.co.uk/
http://www.postcard.co.uk/accessories.php
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Further Reading (Useful publications on postcards) 
We would urge readers to search their libraries or second-hand bookstalls in the hope they may encounter them.  

BOOKS: 

Byatt, Anthony: Picture Postcards and Their Publishers, 1978, ISBN 0-9506212-0-X  

Cook, David: Picture Postcards in Australia 1898-1920, 1986, ISBN 0-909674-27-2  

Davies, Pete: Collect Modern Postcards, 1987, ISBN 0-946245-18-5  

Duval, William and Monahan, Valerie: Collecting Postcards 1894-1914, 1978, ISBN 0-7137-0823-9 

Eagle, Laurence: Gladys M. Goodall - New Zealand Panoramic Photography 2002, ISBN 0 9597977-3-4  

Eagle, Laurence: New Zealand Graphic Series - Stereoscopic Cards & Postcards, 2002, ISBN 0-9597977-9-3  

Evans, E.J. & Richards J.A.: Social History of Britain in Postcards 1870-1930, 1980, ISBN 0-582-50292-6  

Geary, C.M. & Lee Webb, Y.: Delivering Views - Distant Cultures in Early Postcards, 1998, ISBN 1-56098-758-6  

Holt, Tonie & Valmai: Picture Postcards of the Golden Age, 1978, ISBN 0-261-63245-0 

Jackson, Alan: New Zealand Postcards: Rates & Regulations to 1939, 1984, ISBN 0-908588-13-5 

Jackson, Alan: Burton Bros and Muir & Moodie of Dunedin – Their Postcards, 1983, ISBN 0-908388-11-8  

Klamkin, Marian: Picture Postcards, 1974, ISBN 0-7153-6480-4 

Main, William and Jackson, Alan: Wish You Were Here – The Story of NZ Postcards, 2004, ISBN 0-476-01113-2 

Main, William: Send Me A Postcard, New Zealand Postcards And The Story They Tell 2007, ISBN 978-1-877333-72-9 

Miller, G. & D.: Picture Postcards in the United States 1893-1918, 1976 ISBN 0-517-52400-7  

Monahan, Valerie: Collecting Postcards 1914- 1930, 1980, ISBN 0-7137-1002-0  

Phillips, Tom: The Postcard Century, 2000, ISBN 0-500-97590-6  

Range, Thomas: The Book of Postcard Collecting, 1980, ISBN 0-52593157-0  

Saleh, Nouhad: Guide to Artists' Signatures and Monograms on Postcards, 1993, ISBN 0-9636078-0-4  

Vukovic, Nick L.: Collecting Australian Postcards, 1983, ISBN 0-9593769-3-3  

Watts, J.L: Muir & Moodie Stamp Cards, 2001, ISBN 0-908388-59-3  

JOURNALS: Lund. B. & M.” Picture Postcard Monthly & Annual ISBN 0 946245 38X & ISSN 0 144 8137 

Luers, Helmfried: The Postcard Album (bi-annual), TPA-Luers@t-online.de   

New Zealand Postcard Society Inc. Postcard Pillar - Quarterly Journal, 1983 to date. 

(Source: page 114-115; Wish You Were Here – The Story of NZ Postcards by William Main & Alan Jackson, 2004.) 

 

Institutions with Collections of Postcards  
Auckland Museum: Has a large collection of photographs including postcards in albums. As well, it houses Henry 

Winkelmann’s negatives and a selection of F.G. Radcliffe images (mainly stereo).  

Whanganui Regional Museum houses the Frank Denton collection of negatives.  

National Library Wellington - Alexander Turnbull Library has many important negatives including those of Thomas 

Pringle and F.G. Radcliffe. 

National Archives Wellington has the negative collection from the National Publicity Studios, NZ Railways and other 

government departments that had a publicity division. 

Te Papa Tongarewa – The Museum of New Zealand has the Burton Bros. Muir & Moodie collection of negatives 

and an extensive collection of their postcards. 

Wellington Museum of City & Sea (formerly the Maritime Museum) has a very large collection of ships on postcards. 

Nelson Provincial Museum has the negatives of F. N. Jones (a very extensive collection). 

Canterbury Museum – Has the very extensive Ronald Scartlett collection of postcards which was bequeathed c2003/4. 

Hocken Library – University of Otago has A. E. Phillips Collection of negatives including his Stewart Island series. 

(Source: page 114; Wish You Were Here – The Story of NZ Postcards by William Main & Alan Jackson, 2004.) 
 

Some New Zealand Postcard Society Inc Publications for Sale 
 Wish You Were Here – The Story of NZ Postcards by William Main & Alan Jackson 2004 ($25 includes p/p NZ) 

 New Zealand Postcard Society Inc. Postcard Pillar - Quarterly Journal Index, 1983 to date ($10 includes p/pNZ) 

 New Zealand Postcard Society Inc. Postcard Pillar – Annual 2010, Annual 2011 ($15 each, includes p/p NZ) 

Contact: The Secretary, PO Box 20, Wakefield, NELSON 7052, New Zealand; email: secretary@postcard.org.nz  
 

Postcard Exhibiting 
Why Create An Exhibit? Exhibiting adds to the enjoyment of collecting. 

 You get to show your collection to other collectors 

 Most people collect postcards because they have already an interest in the topic. Putting an exhibit together is a 

way of combining your knowledge of the topic with the postcards you have collected. And you will also learn 

more about your topic as you continue to research. 

 Exhibiting gives direction to your collecting as you start to look for postcards to fill the gaps in your story. 

 You develop contacts with other collectors and dealers who know what you collect, and look for material for you 

NB. For more information see websites:  

www.postcard.org.nz/articles/postcard-exhibiting-have-a-go/  + www.postcard.org.nz/articles/exhibiting-postcard-rules/  

mailto:TPA-Luers@t-online.de
mailto:secretary@postcard.org.nz
http://www.postcard.org.nz/articles/postcard-exhibiting-have-a-go/
http://www.postcard.org.nz/articles/exhibiting-postcard-rules/
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A Montage of Collectable Postcards (all NZ featured; reduced) 
 

 
Wanganui Tourist Series 2151 RP postcard (Published c1922 by Frank Duncan & Co Ltd, Auckland NZ; PU, MOB) 

      
       Greetings large letter with glitter postcard     Novelty & artist drawn postcard of Feilding NZ 
     (Publshed 1935 by J Beagles & Co, London; PU, MOB)    (Published c1920s by England anonomous) 
 

      
    NZ comic postcard     Gladys Goodall photo – nature/bird postcard  Advert postcard - freebie/rack card 
 (Published NZ anon. c1916, U, MOB) (Published c1990s by Fourcolour Prod. Ltd, PU, MOB) (Published 1990s Creative Profile NZ) 

 

Publication printed and collated by: Quay Copy Centre, PO Box 585, WANGANUI; Email: quaycopy@xtra.co.nz  

mailto:quaycopy@xtra.co.nz

