“There is always a beginning for any story - the
point in time of awareness, of lives forgotten but
discovered again and in this discovery to give a
more complete understanding of a love that once

was .

My beginning in this story was of a surprise
bequest, of an oak chest and all the contents
therein.

In opening the chest, | discovered beneath the
lace wedding dress and pressed roses, the
diaries and the postcards the lovers had
exchanged since childhood.

The following pages are their love story, as told
by them, through their postcard messages and
Eva's diary entries.

Thetr Story starts fiere....
The way it was
Just School Chums
Discovering Jriendships
Affection
Sweethearts
Frngagement
Service lo our Country

A young life lost

Authors note;

Picton New Zealand - the discovery of a ‘lost " love

This love story itself is just that ....a lovely story.




The way L was

“To my mind their always must be a starting point,
to the way it was for our lives and our story to unfold.”

Picton was ideally situated in a natural harbour and purchased
from the Maori people in deed with the New Zealand Company.
Which was signed on the 4th day of March 1850, this formalised
a previous “verbal” agreement of the 13th day of December
1848. So in consideration for 300 pounds (for the land 100
pound and the ploughing 200 pound) to vacate the whole of the
land area at Waitohi (renamed Picton) for the
“Pakeha” (European).
Eva The total land area purchased was 95 acres.
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Both Cards: Real photographs privately produced for family album.
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Message on back

“sorri my frog jumped
on you befor | cud
ketch him.

The teacher did smle”

Jjoe

Diary Extract

Joe is my best
frend he lives
nex to me
We lagh a bt
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Our Borough School was erected in 1882 with a roll of 200 children,
while St Paul's Presbyterian Church followed in 1892.

Church socials and choir practice were great entertainment for
young and old alike.

Singing for Joe was an essential to express his passion for all things.
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Message on back

“me choir teacher
says | sing like an
angle now that wud
mak you lagh”
Joe

Diary Extract

Joe and | go to
choir we luv to
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Postcard details
Both cards : Geo. Davidson series, Monochrome, printed in Germany




Just School Chuis

Message on back

“Did you see me wav
from me Uncles boat”
Joe

Diary Extract

| luv the sea and
Joe does to.

Joe has a line
for me to
with hir

Joe and | were always by the sea at every opportunity, we both
loved its ever changing moods.

Our regatta club was first formed in 1862 and each year a new
committee was selected to run the events.

Message on back

“Joe have got the
worms Daddie put
them in a tin.
See you afta school”

Diary Extract

Daddie and
Mummie say |
can go and fish
with Joe but
must feed
piglets fi
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Postcard details
Top Card:Sailing Days Picton, privately produced, only one known. (Postmark Picton 14 SP 08)
Bottom Card:New Years Day Picton, privately produced, only one known.
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Message on back

rd

“Dear Joe
Thank you for the
tea. Mummie says |
may hav a Kitten"”

Diary Extract

I hav called my
kitten boots cos
Joe has new

ones.

W TCTOP OF WIGH STREET PICTON NZ
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We were never spoilt and always had our jobs to do.

High Street is the main street the views show the top and bottom.
It is recorded that our streets were laid down in the shape of the
Union Jack.

Message on back

“Did you see me wav
from me Uncles boat”
Joe

Diary Extract

Jus for fun Joe
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Postcard details
Top & Bottom Card: Published by Muir & Moodie Dunedin 1901-16, colour tinted . printed
in Saxony Germany



Message on back

“Dear Evie Hope you
likd the bloaters
caughte at the whrf”
Joe

(

(
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% P LS Bloater (Fish-Herring)
(

Diary Extract

Joe wnt fishing
but not me.
He gave
mummie some

(
(
(
s bloaters
{

Lower Wellington Street was the *wharf end of Town, (*first built in
1862) always busy with boats, a great attraction for any child.

In this street was located a Tearooms, Grocer, Hotel, Post Office &
H.M. Customs, all ideally situated for the influx of boat travellers.

Message on back

“wnt to the whrf and
helpd tie up a boat
foks wavd to me”
Joe

Diary Extract

I luv the sea it
hs moods
Joe and me luv
licking salt spry
from our lips

Postcard details
Top Card: Real photograph on postcard undivided back, no other details known.
Bottom Card: Real Photograph, David James Aldersley Born Keighley, Yorkshire, England
1862 died in New Zealand1928. A Photographer in the Wellington Region, first Studio in
Tasman St Wellington 1896.
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Message on back

“Dear Eva
A train wnt over
when me an billy stod
undr it  Joe

Diary Extract

Some of the
older school -
Joe and me
went to visit the
station muster
we looked in a
train

The Viaduct it is huge, we love to go there lots. It was completed in
1874 and only replaced in 1963! Its total length was 450 feet with
a height of 54 feet from the top to the Valley below.

Message on back

"Anothr one for you |
hop we go on the
train one day”
Joe

Diary Extract

Joe and Billy tok
me to the hill to
see the train.
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Postcard details
Top Card: Photographer William Henry Macey, Studios in Blenheim from 1872 to 1915 also
Picton in1902. Mr Macey was a former Mayor of Blenheim and died on the 30th June 1931.
Bottom Card: Real photograph published by Tanner Bros, Wellington 1908-1920-Maoriland
series.
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Message on back

“Dear Eva See you at
Shelley bech on
Sunday for a swim”
Joe

Diary Extract

Joe and | take
longer walks
now, always so
much to see.

What a blessing to have the Domain Bridge, which gave access
across the Lagoon to a favourite picnic spot at Shelley Beach.

It was opened for service on the 19th September 1907 and
remained for 60 years.

Message on back

"Anothr one for you
what a gret day yr
food was lovly”
Joe

Diary Extract

On our walks
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folks alwys
wave out to Joe
and me
PlctenSwimmingBathe : v i ev:;);onc#,
opening m.ge_._tz.n, " R = ' ovly

Wl

Postcard details
Top Card: Real photograph, Industria series, Fergussons Ltd, publishers in New Zealand from
around 1904.Bottom Card: Real photograph, “resident” photographer of both Blenheim and
Picton, Walter John Hahn 1890-1963.
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Message on back

“Dear Eva
Blenheim were too
good for us, still a

great race to the very
end.”
Love Joe

Diary Extract

Dressed up in
my very best
dress for Joe.
To go to the
rowing %

Regattas were always part of the Rowing Club calendar, Joe was a
great sportsman and rower.

The Rowing Club was formed in 1885, and was located just over
the Domain Bridge and before Shelley Beach.

Message on back

“So pleased you and
your mum watched
the rowing.
| saw you waving”
Joe

Diary Extract

Mummie said |
looked a real
treat. | know Joe
will like my
dress.
Daddie gave me
a big hug be,

we left.

Postcard details
Both Cards: Real photographs “resident” photographer of both Blenheim and Picton,
Walter John Hahn 1890-1963. Mr Hahn retired to Waikawa Picton in 1953.
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With credit to my parents, | was not spoilt and saw “living” as it
was. So not too much of nursing has shocked me yet! The Picton
hospital was built in 1865 and was the only hospital serving the
province of Marlborough for 13 years.
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Postcard details

Message on back

“Dearest Joe
Please keep this for
me. | got on the staff
to train at Picton
Hospital Miss you. E

Diary Extract
I had always
wanted to
become a nurse.
Our dear wee

Message on back

“Dearest Joe
The hours are long
but thoughts of you
are my ever constant”

Diary Extract

| am doing long
hours not too
much time for
walks. Lots of
study, | am just
so tired. Missing
Joe som
and our

Top Card: Real photograph Muir & Moodie Dunedin 1901-16, phototyped in Austria.
Bottom Card: Real photograph “resident” photographer of both Blenheim and Picton,
Walter John Hahn 1890-1963. Mr Hahn retired to Waikawa Picton in 1953.
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Message on back

*Dearest Eva
Heading out with
Uncle and Billy with
Stores for the whaling
station see you soon”
Joe

Diary Extract

Dear Joe
managed a day
for my birthday.
What a special
Mummie ca
believe th
am ni

Sween C‘L&chnq oound. Piclon. ¥ v bass
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Joe’s father has been poorly, so my dearest Joe has returned. Doing
Stores to the Whaling Station at Tipi Bay Tory Channel, he tells me
he smells it well before they arrive! This was the Perano Bros second
whaling station which operated from 1912 until1920.

v N

*Dearest
This view shews
wooden casks of
whale oil outside the
factory ready for
shipping overseas.”

Diary Extract

I sat for a long
time tonight,
thinking. | am
such a lucky
person, to have
such spec .
. .0 e oS , parents, ai
Tew ¢ g it - gt ol : dearcst'v

- —
Postcard details
Top Card: Real Photograph-Photographer Frederick George Radcliffe Born Toxteth Park,
Liverpool England 1863 died in New Zealand 1923. Based in Auckland from 1905, then to
Whangarei 1908. Bottom Card:Real photograph “resident” photographer of both Blenheim and
Picton, Walter John Hahn 1890-1963. Mr Hahn retired to Waikawa Picton in 1953.
The bottom card is one of three known to exist - | have two.
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Our parents have been friends for many years, so to for Joe and |,
we just have always been so “naturally” at one with each other.
Looking down on the “inner harbour” a safe calm mooring for many
vessels, who plied the Sounds area, delivering anything from stores
to animals.
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Postcard details

Message on back

“My own dear Eva |
could not thik of
anyway to say. So
pleased you feel the
same”
Yours truly Joe

Diary Extract
Dated 10 Oct 1913
My dearest love
Joe, had wanted
to wait until |
was 20, but says
he cannot and
wishes to marry
me very Sc

Message on back

“Thank you for the
walk to the Domain,
one of our favourites

you are so special
tome....J

Diary Extract

I am just so
Jjoyous Joe and
me...was always
just the way it

should be.

We msqh,l,;

tune with
other ..

souls as i

Top Card: Real photograph by the photographer S.C. Smith (Sidney Charles) 1888-1972
with a studio in Newton Wellington from 1909. Published by Tanner Bros Ltd, who had
offices in Wellington/Auckland & London. This card was printed in England.

Bottom Card: Real photograph, private issue, sent to Miss Ruth Morrison Torquay England.



Service lo our Country
e

In a blink of an eye, our plans and futures change;
August 6th 1914, Britain was at WAR with Germany.

Message on back

“Dark days indeed.
My only true love.
You know me best, |
must keep an eye on
our younger Picton
mates, SO very young
in heart and mind for
this or any war!
Camp training comes
naturally to us all,
but for what?

So many excited at
the thought of war.
Killing does not sit
with me well, | truly
have fears for us all.

Yours forever and
forever .....Joe

Angnast 8, ¥4
THE die is cast, and Great Britain
nasx been forced Into war wilh
Germany. Thero need b, and will
be, no pricking of the nationsl
conscionce as to the justice and
rightecustnnss of our cause . . ..
Scenes of stirring enthusiasm,
recalling the most fervent demon-
r 2] strationa of the pub-
1’14 | lic feeling exhibited
{ o A » during the South
African crials, were witnessod In
Blenheim yosterday and Iast
night. Throughoyt te day crowds
of poople wers E-mbu-d in front
of The e Qiffice, and the
news pu-m lnM\ of the build-
iIng waa eagerly amd conlinually

semnned and The pre-

valling excilamont reached a

pitch .ir the aftesnaon whon
lunation of ¥ betwoen

roat EHritain and TINEDY wWas
dinplayed. A proloaged oultbeirst of
cheering was followed the ning-
ing of the National Anibers:, and
fings were hoisted In all  direc-
tions.
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Service to our Country.../rom Bosnia (o Pictorn...

/' ey — ™ Imagine just two fateful shots
‘ fired at about 11.15am June
28th 1914, assassinating
Austrian Archduke Ferdinand
and his wife on their visit to
Sarajevo, Bosnia.
Exert from the Express
newspaper *Blenheim“6.8.1914
volunteers for active service with
the Expeditionary Force are
wanted."(*30km South of Picton).

Message on back

“My Dearest Love. Your letters are
finally catching up with me. Praise
the Lord for blessing me so.
Thoughts of you are my constant...J

Diary Extract
Dated 23 Dec 1914

So very little word from Joe.
We said goodbye with the
intimacy of a married couple,
but | felt most comfortable in
my love for my dearest one.
| shared this with my mother,
who wept for us both.
| keep our ring safe on a
chain close to my heart.

Postcard details

Top Card:
Privately produced postcard.

Bottom Card: Details as above.




A younyg life lost

Social gatherings always came with the “sharing” of gossip, but |
was lucky as Joe and | had always been a pair. Folks on the whole
were “accepting”, anyway all our friends call me Mrs Joe so it
matters not as his father is so proud of him and our babes he loves
so very dearly. Not a church wedding for us, but God is our witness.
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Message on back

“Darling
The photograph of
the twins stays close
to my heart with your
dear one”
Your dearest love Joe

Diary Extract
Dated 25th June 1915

The twins are so
loved and
cherished by our
parents and
friends. Such a
god sent in these
troubled times.
Hapy healthy
babes,

Joe and Josie
a gift
from my Joe.

Message on back

“My derest family |
keep you close and in
each waking moment

| am with you all.

Eva always tell the

little ones of their

father and his love
for you all.....

Eva holding you

always in my heart
my sweetest
memories are
always of you.

Forever and forever

Joe

I way teasing Joe, he said he way looking at me - hiy own sweet love.

Postcard details
Top & Bottom card: Real photograph privately produced.




A young life lost...my dearest Joe has gone

X Joe died onthe 28th July

.

| 1917 ...far fromhig love... 3
“At the going doww of the: Sun =2
and inthe morning

we shall remember Joe.

==
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Joe’s last message home dated 25.7.1917,
“| know you will not forget me and just write to say, that my love
is as true and tender as in days long passed away. | think of you
so often and wish that you were here, that | might clasp the hand
| love and gaze in your face so dear......forever and forever....] "

Picton War Memorial

How appropriate that these wonderful young men would
have such a monument as testimony for all times to their
courage in defence of their country and home town.
“forever and forever”.

Extract from Eva’s Diary Dated 15th July 1917

| cannot shake my feelings, | have woken time and time again with Joe calling
to me. The twins have been unsettled, they ask about Papa Joe and point to his
photograph on the mantle.

In the wee small hours, | know deep in my being, that my love is slipping away
from me. | am helpless, | cannot hold him and comfort him as | would wish.
But today, | am talking to my Joe, out loud. Telling him of our days, describing
the walks | take, trying so desperately to somehow reach out to him over such
distance, to give him my love and the love of all who have ever known him.

My only constant prayer is for him to hear me.

Postcard details
Privately produced



